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THE KRUBOTA RTV X300
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P S Pics Will Sutherland, Tristan and Kyle Foley

It's amazing how diverse the World
of off-road vehicles, whether on
two wheels or four, really is. One
minute we were charging around
some mealie fields in the fastest
off-road experience on the planet,
and the next we were making our
way majestically around similar
field at a stately 32km/h.....the top
speed of the new Kubota 4x4 diesel
utility vehicle.

For all that this 4 wheeler is just as
high tech and purpose built as any
terrain gobbling speedster. This
one is for heavy duty use on the
farm or construction site. It has the
sturdiest chassis ever built into a
side by side, and the simple reason
is that this is a work horse. For an
engine, Kubota offers its proven
four-stroke diesel technology in

the form of an 898cc three-cylinder
diesel engine that is liquid cooled.
In the RTV, this puts out up to

21 horsepower and buckets of
torque. Getting that power to the
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ground is a VHT [variable hydro
transmission). Unlike a belt drive
this setup never freewheels. This
also means that engine braking
takes place till the moment the
machine stops. In fact, this braking
action is so effective you'll hardly
ever use the brakes, though it does
have them. The RTV uses front and

rear enclosed wet-type disc brakes,"gb

Being fully enclosed, they are not
affected by water or debris and
their performance is consistent. It
comes standard with four wheel
drive with diff lock, high and Low
ratio and lots of other features
made to cope with working in tough
conditions where a conventional 4x4
bakkie would struggle. Although it
is unlikely to fall over as a result of
the driver speeding, there is always
the possibility of a terrain induced
mishap, in which case the driver
and his helper will be protected by a
massive roll cage and lap seatbelts.
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practical and doing a tough job. The
steering is a power-assist setup so
turning pin to pin is easy and the tight
turning circle assists in weaving in and
out of obstacles.To get you over the
rough stuff, the front end suspension is
an independent MacPherson strut-type
while the rear is a semi-independent
DeDion axle with leaf springs and shock
absorber. The low-point on the unit is

the axle where you still get 8.5-inches of
clearance. Vital underside components
are tucked up high and any vulnerable
arrears have guards and shields. The
air-cleaner is situated high up in the
nose of the vehicle, as is the radiator and
the brake system. The engine is mid-
mounted with the battery right alongside
in a protected position. The driver and his
mate have large, somewhat upright seats
with lap-belts and lots of handles to hold
onto when the going gets rough.

The prime purpose of this side by side

is to carry heavy loads. It has a huge,
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Everything on the Kubota is about being

very robust “bak” behind the front seats,
which can be unlocked and manually
tilted. This means that if it has a heawvy
load, the load will have to be removed
before the load bed can be tilted, which
seems to defeat the objective a bit. It
has a tailgate which can be lowered for
unloading or carrying long cargo like
poles. The chassis is strong enough to fit
a towbar, and despite the low top speed it
has more than enough power and torque
to pull a trailer.

It is very pleasant to drive, and is quiet
and comfortable. The exhaust note is
pleasant and low toned, and it is easy to
carry on a normal conversation in the
vehicle. It has a cigarette lighter type
power socket and powerful hand brake.
A special feature is the Noddy car hooter,
guaranteed to make anyone stepping in
front leap back in shock....although for
sure they will smile at the toy town beep!
An interesting standard feature, which
we discovered when changing a tyre after
getting a puncture (and there is no spare,

or wheel changing tools, on an almost
R300 000 vehicle) is that each wheel
is held on by two studs and two wheel
nuts. We are not sure why, but there it
is. We didn't drive it in the dark, but the
headlights look modern and capable, with
halegen globes, so this workhorse should
be able to continue working after hours
as well. This is nota small machine

and it's not suited for swamp crossings,
racing around sand pits or jJumping
anything. It is not that kind of ATV. What it
is suited for is work, and lots of it.

The diesel Kubota should appeal to those
who need a tough load carrying vehicle in
places where space is an issue, perhaps
a farm where space and terrain dictates
that a small vehicle is needed, or perhaps
in a mine, factory or aircraft hanger.

One thing is for sure, this is not a toy for
leisure use.. It's one tough mutha ready
to do a full days’ work and then more.

www.kubotasa.co.za /011 284 2068
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RANGER o700 FULL-S11F
* 4-Stroke Single Cylinder 567cc
* Transmission Auto PVYT H/L/N/R/P; Shaft
« On-Demand True AWD/2WD
* Hitch- Towing Rating 907 kg
* Box Capacity 454 kg

* fuel Capacity 38 L

* Payload Capacity 6':_8_0: ks

Smith Power Equipment T o
Smith Power Equipment aemmmany (o) PGLARIS

Certain models may be shown with optional squipment. Frces are subject te changs without notice. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection end protective clotning. Models ere for riders aged 16 and oder. E&DZ,
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\\_EGN-G? TN 700 awopereo.  [TIITE] 800 4w MEseL
HARD WORKING AND RELIABLE HARD WORKING AND RELIABLE
* RIGHT HAND DRIVE * AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION * RIGHT HAND DRIVE = AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
* 70OCC PETROL ENGINE * LCD INSTRUMENTS DISPLAY = 762CC DIESEL ENGINE * LCD INSTRUMENTS DISPLAY
* 4 WHEEL DRIVE « LED LIGHTS s 4 WHEEL DRIVE = |ED LIGHTS

Go to: www.linhaisa.co.za for a list of dealers in your area

Smith Power Equipment | 011 284 2037 & LINFIAJ

Cartair models may ba shown with optional equipmant. Prices are subject to change without notica. For your safety, always waar a halmet, aye protection and protective clothing. Models are for riders aged 16 and older. EEDE.




510 church street, Halfway house, Midrand

Tel (O11) 805-5200/28

WE CUSTOM BUILD UTV’S TO YOUR SPECIFICATION
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Snoriman 570 Scrambler 1000 Ranger370 mid ETX  Ranger570mid Crew Bandit150 kids ATV Rustler 260 XL Rustler 300 4n4 Rebel 400
109850 R194950 f149 850 R234 950 f19950 R44 850 RS54 950 f87950

LOTS OF PRE-
WNED, BIKES,
QUAGS & SXS

&% 5 & =
L&Lmi L&Y 5 EN 2009 Honda CRF 450X CRF230 Polaris Phoenix 200 Honda XR125L
Ty i i fE (elec start) like new, come Was R24950.00 Immaculate condition BARGAIN PRICE
f’scﬁ see for yourself! R44950.00 Now R22950.00 R22000.00 Now R15000.00

Suzuki DRZ125 Camo Linhai Rustlar 300 Polaris ACE. Only 440km
R109000.00 R13000.00 with rifle rack and shooting ~ Was R129900.00 Now only
NEW 2016 bar R39950.00 R109900.00
CanAm Maverick

RZR 800 used

R359 900 Py g, 2

Full workshop, tyres, fltment and service centre.

Sakkie 011 805 5200 / Shawn 084 999 1495



	アフリカ_H1_H4
	1005_P01_02
	1005_P03_04
	1005_P05_06
	1005_P07_08
	1005_P09_10
	1005_P11_12
	1005_P13_14

